
Thomas York 

Thomas York, a Black Canadian, was likely born around 1748. Although the specifics of his journey 
to Montreal are unclear, he entered into a two-year servant contract with Patrick Langan in Quebec 
City in March 1788. 

In 1807, Thomas married Flora Freeman, also a Black 
Canadian, and they later relocated to Cobourg after 1817. 
Together, they raised three children: Flora, Thomas, and 
William York. Thomas passed away in March 1848 in 
Cobourg, Ontario, at the remarkable age of 100. His wife, 
Flora, died in 1860. 

Their son, William York, born in 1821 in Quebec, married an Irish woman named Margaret McGuire 
in Cobourg, Ontario, in 1847. By 1861, William had established a successful bathhouse and shaving 
parlor business in Cobourg. The York family also operated a store on King Street, which likely 
evolved from the initial barber shop into a prominent tobacco shop. 

Due to the success of their business, William and Margaret built York Cottage at 284 College St., a 
family residence for over 80 years. Constructed around 1850, this home remains one of the few 
documented Black middle-class residences in Cobourg from that era, although it was sold out of 
the York family in 1937. 

Thomas J. York, born in January 1878 in Cobourg, Ontario, was the youngest of nine siblings, 
comprising five brothers and three sisters. He worked in the family barber and tobacco shop and 
chose to remain a bachelor, living with his spinster sisters in the family home.  

 

Cobourg Star, March 15, 1848 

In Cobourg, on the 11th instant, Mr. Thomas 
York Sen., a coloured man, said to be between 
the 105 and 110 years of age. He was present 
at the taking of Quebec. 
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